Biliary-colonic fistula: a case report and literature review.
We report the occurrence of common bile duct obstruction and biliary-colonic fistula after open cholecystectomy. Although it is a very unusual complication after cholecystectomy, biliary-colonic fistula should be part of the differential diagnosis for patients presenting with sepsis after open or laparoscopic cholecystectomy. After confirmation and characterization of the injury by endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography and cholangiogram, assessment for undrained collections by computed tomography scan, control of sepsis and coagulopathy, and nutritional support, surgical repair was undertaken. The patient underwent fistula take-down between the common bile duct and the colon at the hepatic flexure, primary closure of the colon enterotomy, and a Roux-en-Y end-to-side hepaticojejunostomy at the confluence of the right and left hepatic ducts. Recovery was uneventful and the patient was doing well at the 6-month follow-up. Surgical repair should be undertaken by surgeons with extensive experience in hepatobiliary reconstruction.